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Kevin Quigley, Secretary, Department of Social and Health Services, 360-902-7800 
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Washington State and Medicare ready to launch 
unique partnership aimed at better care for “dual eligibles”  

 
OLYMPIA – Washington State’s Medicaid program and the federal Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services on Monday signed a memorandum of understanding that will allow a unique 
joint Medicaid-Medicare program aimed at better care for elderly and disabled clients and shared 
savings for the two government programs. 

The initiative – which will be centered in Snohomish and King counties – was announced in both 
Washington, D.C., and Olympia. 

The project is part of a series of innovative demonstrations to integrate care in a number of 
states, but Washington will be one of the first Medicaid programs to partner with Medicare in 
this way. In the past, most savings have not been shared, which meant there were fewer 
incentives for the programs to work together. Critics of the current system argue that it 
encourages silo-type thinking that winds up duplicating services and care. 

The Department of Social and Health Services and the Health Care Authority have been collaborating on 
the initiative with county representatives who have helped in the design of the model and in the health 
plan selection process.   

 
“Working with CMS is a milestone in our efforts to track and better serve the so-called ‘dual 
eligibles’ – those Medicaid clients who are also covered by Medicare,” said MaryAnne 
Lindeblad, state Medicaid director. “We will be providing integrated medical, behavioral health, 
and long-term services and supports in those two urban counties, looking to set standards that 
ultimately will be used by other states as well as our own.”  

“We believe this will be a breakthrough that will improve alignment of Medicaid and Medicare 
benefits for the people we serve,” said Jane Beyer, assistant secretary for Behavioral Health and 
Service Integration in the Department of Social and Health Services. “We believe that it will 
reduce health disparities and better fit care with client needs, especially for people with complex 
care needs.” 



The project is a second approach in a two-part initiative dubbed HealthPathWashington. The first 
part, or strategy, is an initiative that uses Health Homes in the other 37 Washington counties to 
provide improved care and better coverage for ongoing services. 

The second strategy announced Monday will be evidence-based and focused on leveling the 
uneven field of services now delivered by different kinds of provider organizations – chemical 
dependency treatment, mental health, long-term services and supports and medical services – and 
achieve better outcomes, efficiencies and cost containment because the services will be managed 
more reliably by a single entity.  

The three-way contract will be signed by the state, CMS and the two health plans that bid 
successfully on the project – Regence BlueShield and United Healthcare.  

The state will enroll eligible clients in the program but will allow them to opt out and continue to 
receive existing service delivery. American Indians/Alaska Natives will have the opportunity to 
enroll, but must actively choose to enroll. 

Key objectives are: 

• Evaluate an innovative payment and service delivery model 

• Promote person-centered care planning 

• Promote more independence in the community 

• Achieve cost savings for both the state and federal government 

• Make sure that the right care is available at the right time and the right place. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR BACKGROUND: 

Medicare/Medicaid Integration Project website: http://www.aasa.dshs.wa.gov/duals/  
CMS fact sheet on duals demonstration project: http://cms.gov/Newsroom/Newsroom-Center.html 

Jim Stevenson, Communications, HCA 360-725-1915 jim.stevenson@hca.wa.gov 
Beth Luce, Communications, HCA 360-725-0867 elisibeth.luce@hca.wa.gov  

FOR HEALTH CARE REFORM INFORMATION: 
 
The Medicaid Expansion 2014 website: http://www.hca.wa.gov/hcr/me 
The Health Benefit Exchange website: www.WAHBExchange.org   

The Health Care Authority does not discriminate and provides equal access to its programs and 
services for all persons without regard to race, color, gender, religion, creed, marital status, national 
origin, sexual orientation, age, veteran’s status or the presence of any physical, sensory or mental 
disability. 
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